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Dear Church!
As the heat of summer wears on us, I have to say, that after all the rain we had this spring, I am grateful for
the heat. Paul tells us, “16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit.”
(1 Thessalonians 5: 16-19)
It is not easy to rejoice when things are not as we hoped, when things do not go as we plan. And yet it is the
way of our faith to rejoice, to pray through, and to find the message of grace that offers us a path to thanksgiving in
all things. This is the movement of the Spirit!
As we enter the long days of August and look at the changes and challenges Messiah has for us, we have so
very much for which to be thankful! People of all ages come and participate in our activities and our worship. Our
building is a blessing to numerous people every week…usually more than a hundred and fifty, along with the unusual
events we get to host…funerals, weddings (with great receptions, including a jazz quartet!), an Ordination!, along with
different community groups from blood drives, to Girls Scouts, classes from the college and the hospital, even family
reunions. Further, we have people engaged who want to promote ministries in our community: we have TACOL
volunteers, we have people who serve meals on wheels, who take communion and bulletins to shut-ins each week.
This congregation does not at all look like it did twenty-five years ago. Apparently, by the power of the Holy Spirit, it
is not supposed to look like it did twenty-five years ago…as most of us do not.
And yet we are here, our ministry is vibrant, and we are called to continue to seek ways to share the love of
God in the world.
It is a gift to me when there are complaints that I get to hear. They’re not always easy to hear, yet in our sinful
natures, in our desire to be and grow in God’s ways, I hope that every person knows I am willing to receive all that
needs to be said. Jesus came to us, to everyone of us, that we might be willing to share truth, love, forgiveness, and
grace with each other, ourselves, and God.
I think that often we believe we need to look like those with whom we want to share the message of God’s
love…that we will only be able to minister to people who are “like us” and that the message of God’s love for us
through Jesus is only able to be shared within our comfort zone. If this is true, there is no hope for the Church. People
who are great leaders in our world, in the church, do not look like “most of us.” Mother Teresa, Ghandi, Bishop Eaton,
Desmond Tutu, the Dalai Lama, Pope Francis, Bishop Curry, Martin Luther King Junior …they have some kinship to
most of us, but they speak different languages and have lived in places you and I might not venture. Their skin is of
different colors and their food choices are probably not meat and potatoes.
Where are you called to share the good news of Jesus beyond the walls of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church? What does it look like for you to find joy and to rejoice in circumstances that challenge your sense of comfort
and well-being? How are you moved, compelled, opened to be a witness to the love of Jesus for all people? How are
we, as this church of Jesus Christ, called, moved, compelled, and opened to witness? How might our community of

believers share God’s love with the world? What new ventures are we challenged to undertake? What is your passion
and who might you share it with?
I’ve been very blessed and am truly grateful to have served with you for two years. We’ve begun to change a
perception that we are the church with lots of grumpy people, that we are on rocky financial grounds, that we are not
able to be a congregation that can or will be here in fifteen years. And yet, here we are. Serving, loving, forgiving,
growing in faith, and walking together as God’s people. We are inviting and hospitable. And we like to laugh with one
another. 😊 God loves us and forgives us even when we are uncertain about how to serve God; this is the best part
of all.
As the heat of the summer pulls us to sequester and keep ourselves apart, may we dwell in the Word of God
that offers us a message of joyful living! “16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit.” (1 Thessalonians 5: 16-19) May we hear
a call to serve in new ways. May we be strengthened to serve well in the ways we already do, and may we grow in
faith, hope, and love to share with the world God’s amazing grace! 😊
Yours in Christ, Pastor Amy

Summertime Venture: At the end of August, Pastor will be accompanying a contingency of folks from the ELCA
Churchwide Office in Chicago as they visit Papua New Guinea (PNG). They will travel from August 27th to Sept 12 th.
This trip is to gain a renewed understanding of our relationship with the people of PNG including how we can more
greatly accompany one another in our faith journeys. Come to the forum August 25 to learn more!
Thank you for supporting her continuing education and time apart. It is a blessing!
____________________________________________________________________________________________

by Jeanne Ahlers
If there are two composers whose names are household words in Lindsborg, they are Johann Sebastian
Bach and George Frideric Handel! Have you ever wondered whether they knew each other, or how their lives
compared with each other? They were, after all, contemporaries.
Literally contemporaries. They were less than a month apart in age; Handel was born on February 23,
1685, at Halle in Saxony, and Bach was born on March 21, 1685, in Eisenach, Thuringia.
Bach's father was a musician; Handel's, a barber turned surgeon. Both Bach and Handel were well
trained in music and became excellent organists.
Though their lives began so similarly, they diverged. Handel attended Halle University for a while, but
left because he wished to compose and to travel. He began writing operas at age 19, went to Italy for four
years, and then to England, and eventually became a British subject. He remained a bachelor, and enjoyed
being an international celebrity.
Bach remained in Germany, holding organist positions in several churches. He studied at Lueneburg,
was a violinist in a court orchestra at Weimar, was an organist at the New Church in Arnstadt, was chamber
musician and court organist to Duke Wilhelm Ernst at Weimar, among other positions, and in 1723 became
cantor of St. Thomas Church and School and music director of the city of Leipzig, a position he held until 1750.
Here he wrote many of his greatest religious works.
Bach and Handel were well aware of each other's existence, but they never actually met. But their works
do meet, each year, in Lindsborg during Holy Week!

2

Women’s Ministry
What’s Up in August
SCHOOL KITS FOR LUTHERAN
WORLD RELIEF

In August we will once again
be putting together school kits, for
which we still need: forty 70 sheet
notebooks 8” x 10½ and seventyfive black or blue ballpoint pens (no
gel).
If you prefer someone else to
do your shopping, monetary gifts are
always welcome. Our thanks again to
Carolyn Brock for making the very
special backpacks!
We have had a wonderful
response to this project and are truly
grateful! We look forward to making
and sending the kits!

 Thursdays 9:00 at church - Women’s Coffee (Come as you are – relax, and
visit)
 Thursday, August 1, 3:00pm - Visiting at Bethany Home Assisted
Living. Come when you can to enjoy time with residents. Sitting around a
table, getting to know each other over a cup of coffee - it is a time when you
receive far more than you give.
 Friday, August 16 – Sunday, August 18 – Central States Women’s
Convention in Wichita.
 Sunday, August 25, 7:00pm - Messiah Women’s Fall Kick-off
 ENJOY A WEEKEND IN WICHITA
“Wonderfully Made”, based on Psalm 139:14, is the theme of this summer’s
Central States Synod W/ELCA Convention. It will be held August 16, 17 and
18 at the Holiday Inn, Wichita East. All women are invited to be part of this
inspirational weekend. There will be workshops highlighting St. Francis
Migration Ministries, Camp Tomah Shinga, Estate Planning and a Service
Project for Veterans. Entertainment for the Saturday night banquet will be
provided by Chic an outstanding women’s quartet.

Central States Synod Women of the ELCA Convention
August 16, 17 and 18 at the Holiday Inn, Wichita East
The theme is “Wonderfully Made”, based on Psalm 139:14.
All women are invited to be part of this inspirational weekend which will include workshops highlighting St.
Francis Migration Ministries, Camp Tomah Shinga, Estate Planning, and we will also be doing a Service
Project for Veterans. Entertainment for the Saturday night banquet will be provided by Chic an outstanding
women’s quartet. If you’d like to just go for Saturday, there is a special rate.
Convention registration forms and information are on the bulletin board or table in the Fellowship
Hall. Our Messiah Women are making a basket for the Barbara Nelson Triennial Scholarship Auction.
The theme is “Coffee-break or Fika.” If you have anything you’d like to add to the basket check with Mary
Lindgren. Do you have eye glasses, lenses, and eye glass frames that you’re not using? These will also be
collected for the area Lions Club. Please leave them on the MCW table.
It’s almost time for our Messiah Church Women’s (MCW) fall kickoff. Last year we enjoyed our cobbler
event with the theme of how we are the hands and feet of Christ. Many wonderful ideas were shared for our
women’s ministry. One big event this past year was our two days of quilting for Lutheran World Relief. We
again express a big thanks to all who were involved. Another group that started was the card ministry group.
If you have ideas, projects or studies you’d like to see our women do in 2019/20 please share with one of our
coordinating committee members. Our fall kickoff will be Wednesday, August 28th at 7:00. (or Sunday the
25th) We have decided to follow the theme of the Central States Convention “Wonderfully Made” from Psalm
139:14.We hope you will enjoy some “wonderfully made” Ice Cream Sundaes that evening.
Can you believe that the 2020 Women of ELCA Triennial Gathering is less than a year away? The dates
will be July 14-16 in Phoenix, AZ. All women are encouraged to think about attending this amazing gathering.
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SUMMER BRUNCH AT DROM SOTT INN
Fifteen Messiah Women enjoyed our summer get together on Tuesday, July 16th. Our thanks to Gretchen
Norland for leading our table grace, musical devotion and benediction.

Approximate number of people who used Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
during the month of July:
 Worship Services
471
 Others in July
181
 Daily (includes staff, daycare & coffee groups)
42

August Anniversaries
Anne & Marc Anderson
8/01
Muriel & Paul Gentine
8/02
Cheryl & Eric Peterson
8/07
Linda & Verne Hubalek
8/08
Jill & Bradley Forsberg
8/20
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August Birthdays
Lois Carlson
Jennifer Taylor
Anne Anderson
Brad Forsberg
Kirsten Bruce
Emma Flynn
Elaine Eller
Aaron Yoder
Ron Wilson II
Dorothy Peterson
Becky Anderson
Macie Carlson
Chris Reinert
Christa Lawson

8/01
8/01
8/05
8/05
8/09
8/11
8/18
8/19
8/21
8/23
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/28

Thrivent is celebrating YOU! Join us for a FREE Family Fun & Super
Sized Action Team Day at Tanganyika Wildlife Park in Wichita, KS!
Make your reservation NOW! LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE!! Ticket
sales will end on August 10th or when sold out! DO NOT WAIT to
register if you want to attend this event!
*Please note: if you are purchasing multiple tickets, you will
need the name, email address and phone number for EACH
individual attending. Thank you!
Tanganyika Wildlife Park
1000 S Hawkins Lane
Goddard, KS

Saturday Aug 17
10:00 a.m. - 02:00 p.m.

Join us for Flint Hills Praisefest 2019
Saturday, September 21st
Cico Park, Manhattan, Kansas
Thrivent is privileged to be a major sponsor for the 8th year in a row!
TWO Tremendous Generosity Events and Opportunities to Serve:
EXCLUSIVE PURPLE Live Generously t-shirts (printed just for Praisefest 2019)!
*Quantities are limited. To claim yours and for more information, sign up early for one of the Generosity
Events below by clicking the "Join Us" link!

Twice a year I update churches on the Choice Dollars designated by Thrivent members. Very heartwarming to see the
influx of activity since I was at your forum a few months back. For the first half of the year Thrivent members have
designated $582 Thrivent Choice Dollars to Messiah Lutheran Church. This is already larger than the previous two
years combined and at this rate it will be the largest year ever. I’m happy to do my part to keep the momentum going.
Justin
Justin R Carlson, FIC
Financial Associate
Midwest Kansas Associates
Thrivent Financial®
520 S Holland St Ste 512, Wichita, KS 67209
Office: 316-729-2631
Email: justin.carlson@thrivent.com
Web: Connect.thrivent.com/justin-carlson
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Messiah Worship Assistants – August 2019
Thank you for your time of serving. If you are unable to serve on your assigned Sunday, please trade with someone and call the
church office at 227-3977 by noon on Wednesday.

August 4, 2019
Acolyte
Lector
Liturgist
Nursery Attendant
Greeters
Ushers
Altar Steward
Counters

Service of the Word
Matt Lucas
Cindy Daniels
Carol Gusenius
Olivia Ford
Andy Carlson, capt; Bill Brock, Bill Lindholm, Larry Elmquist, Dixie Mattas
Marla Elmquist
Marc Anderson and Sharon Bruce

August 11, 2019
Acolyte
Lector
Liturgist
Nursery Attendant
Ushers
Communion Assistant
Altar Steward
Counters

Holy Communion
Anya Pohl
Marc Anderson
Carol Gusenius
Cayson Lindquist
Harvey Daniels; capt, Julie Aeschliman, Dwight Ford, Matt Toll
Linda Lewis
Marla Elmquist
Marc Anderson and Sharon Bruce

August 18, 2019
Acolyte
Lector
Liturgist
Nursery Attendant
Ushers
Altar Steward
Counters

Service of the Word
Cayson Lindquist
Barb Malm
Pari Ford
Anya Pohl
Brian Anderson, capt; Don Anderson, Ken Peterson, Marc Anderson
Marla Elmquist
Sharon Bruce and Ron Wilson

August 25, 2019
Acolytes
Lector
Liturgist
Nursery Attendant
Ushers
Communion Assistant
Altar Steward
Counters

Holy Communion
Jake Lucas
Bill Gusenius
Pari Ford
Macie Carlson
Dwight Swisher, capt; Arne Reinert, Ron Wilson, Aaron Yoder, Harvey Daniels
Linda Lewis
Marla Elmquist
Sharon Bruce and Ron Wilson
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
Messiah Church Staff
Pastor Amy
Truhe
Office Manager
Custodians
Youth Directors

Contact Us
Office: 785-227-3977
mlchurch@mlc.kscoxmail.com
www.melclindsborg.org
office hours: 9am-12:00pm
Call for appointment with Amy

Cindy Challans
Ken Peterson and Juan Redmon
Jeanne Lucas, with Ericka Lysell of Bethany
Lutheran Church
Organist
Tyler Breneman
Sr. Choir Director Dr. Mark Lucas
Treasurer
Christine Reinert
MELC’s Guiding Principles
Jesus is Lord  Everyone is welcome  Love changes people 
Everyone has gifts to offer  God sends us as servants to the
world  We commit to grow in faith

MESSIAH EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 N. First Street
Lindsborg, KS 67456
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