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PRELUDE

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

Paul Manz

ANNOUNCEMENTS: ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. Amen
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures
from generation to generation. Amen. Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not
welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive
us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope
does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
OPENING HYMN

ELW 693

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it
with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 25:19-34
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from his brother. Jacob is portrayed in the
Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the womb and driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a
bowl of lentils.
19These

are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20and Isaac was
forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban
the Aramean. 21Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his
prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to
be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her, “Two nations are
in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the
elder shall serve the younger.” 24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.
25The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Afterward his brother
came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she
bore them. 27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet
man, living in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29Once
when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 30Esau said to Jacob,
“Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, “First
sell me your birthright.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said,
“Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
Psalm 119:105-112
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light upon my path. (Ps. 119:105)
105Your

word is a lamp to my feet and a light upon my path.
have sworn and am determined to keep your righteous judgments.
107I am deeply troubled; preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.
108Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, and teach me your judgments.
109My life is always in danger, yet I do not forget your teaching.
110The wicked have set a trap for me, but I have not strayed from your commandments.
111Your decrees are my inheritance forever; truly, they are the joy of my heart.
112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes forever and to the end.
106I

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin
and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise
of resurrected life.
1There

is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he

condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Glory to you, O Lord.
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of
heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear.
1That

same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched;
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart;

this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
in another thirty.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and newly
planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in praise. We
pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by
deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. We pray for our
enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially). For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those
who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we
might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries (especially) and deepen
relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died (especially Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, whom
we commemorate today). Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of
life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For
your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through
the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life,
O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to
all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal
love. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW 550

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

If You But Trust in God to Guide You

J.S. Bach

Messiah Lutheran Church
5/31/2020
Actual

Revenue

May-20
$9,981.10

Actual
Jan - May
20
$81,432.40

Budget
Jan - May
20
$61,775.00

Expenses

14,048.07

70,900.73

69,062.56

Surplus (Deficit)

-$4,066.97

$10,531.67

-$7,287.56

Reserve
Balance

$80,829.77

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Har Shogren, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Sue Untz, Betty Peterson.
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Suzi Gentine
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
CJ Griffith’s
Bryan Otte

Erin Erb
Daniels' friend
Stephani White
Pari Ford’s mother
Karla Goewert
Paul’s sister-in-law
Orin Shogren
Joy Janis’s brother
Daniellle
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
VanDeVyvere
Carla Wilson and Corey Griffith’s Bruce Butler
brother
Krista Bahler
Chris Reinert’s brother
Betty Finney
Meghan Presley

Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter
Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Mary Jo Roch
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s
daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. As well, we pray for all who are being economically negatively affected by the virus and it’s social
disruption

Sophie Hefner
Carolyn Brock
Justin Lawson

7/14
7/18
7/18

Larry & Marla Elmquist

7/12

Birthday’s next week:
Bill Taylor
Sharon Hoffman

7/16
7/18

Anniversaries next week:

Announcements:
So You Want to Talk about Race by Ijeoma Oluo is being discussed through three different gatherings
weekly. If you want to participate in this book study, please let Pastor or Alisa know. The times, once weekly,
are Mondays at 10:30 at Bethany Lutheran, Wednesdays at 7:30 at MELC and Thursdays at 1 p.m. at
MELC. Pastor Chris and Pastor are leading the 8 week study. You are welcome to join. Pastor has one copy
left for purchase. As well, the book is available digitally and through Amazon.
Youth Group Fund Raiser: please keep in mind that the youth are still receiving donations for their initial
fundraiser for the National Youth Gathering in 2021! You can give online or through the office. They are
believing and hoping and trusting that the National Gathering will happen!

