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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight 

 
PRELUDE    Chorale Improvisation on “Praise to the Lord”    by Paul Manz 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  Amen 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures 

from generation to generation. Amen. Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide 
enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not 
welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive 
us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life. Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope 
does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN                                 ELW 612 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Canticle of Praise 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of the Day 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of 
your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the 
earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
First Reading: Genesis 45:1-15 
Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph declares, “I am Joseph!” and asks, “Is my father still alive?” Despite 

the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to preserve many lives at a time of famine. 
[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1Joseph could no longer control himself before 
all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him 
when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and 
the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 4Then Joseph said to his 
brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent 
me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more 
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a 
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and 
go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come 
down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide 
for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all 
that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it 
is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all 
that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck 
and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and 
after that his brothers talked with him. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 133 
1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron, flowing 
down upon the collar of his robe. 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there the LORD has commanded the 
blessing: life forevermore.  

 
Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has 
mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.   



29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have 
now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by 
the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so 
that he may be merciful to all. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, 
this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what goes into the 
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 
13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; 
they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter 
said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you 
not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what 
comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to 
eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 
help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, 



Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, 
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
Special Music     My Faith Looks up to Thee  arranged by Nancy M. Raabe 
                   Tom Nelson on Piano  
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus 
acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover and find 
blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that the earth will 
flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures 
need to live. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of the world, 
now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and 
make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have enough, for 
outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing (especially). Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation (name) grace to find our life refreshed 
in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and renewal, and strengthen us for 
mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints (especially), join us 
also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
OFFERING   

 
 
 



 
Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 

light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 

life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 

your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through 

the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, 

O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, 

and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to 

all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal 

love. Amen. 
 

 



SENDING HYMN                                    ELW 858 
 

 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices   by Paul Manz 
 
 
 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church    
7/31/2020    

 Actual Actual Budget 

 Jul-20 Jan - Jul 20 Jan - Jul 20 

Revenue $6,382.28  $94,966.96  $86,485.00  

Expenses 9,114.59  92,278.22  96,367.64  

Surplus 
(Deficit) -$2,732.31 $2,688.74 -$9,882.64 

      
Reserve 
Balance $72,986.84    

 
Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray     Members of Messiah:    
Rolland Christenson, Har Shogren, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene 
Holdsworth.  Family and friends of Betty Saunders. Family and friends of Dr. Duane Fredrickson  

Serving the U.S.A.   

Alex Klapp     Betty Russin’s grandson   Vicki Charboneau   Elaine Eller’s granddaughter  
Ben Youngquist  S Hoffman’s nephew   Jeremy Guy            Hensley’s son-in-law 
Luke Hammontree  Daniel’s grandson   T.J. Paulsen        Barb Malm’s child  
 
Serving the U.S.A. Overseas                                                    Seminary 

     Daniel & Miranda Norland    Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife                           Kaylie Ines 
 

Friends of Messiah 
Donna Stejksal 
Denise  
Suzi Gentine 
Bill Stephenson 
Dawn 
CJ Griffith’s 
 
Bryan Otte 
 

 
Daniels' friend 
Pari Ford’s mother 
Paul’s sister-in-law 
Joy Janis’s brother                             
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter 
Carla Wilson and Corey Griffith’s 
brother 
Chris Reinert’s brother 
 

Erin Erb 
Stephani White 
Karla Goewert 
Orin Shogren 
Daniellle  
VanDeVyvere 
Bruce Butler 
Krista Bahler 
Betty Finney 
Meghan Presley 

Friend of Sherry Peterson 
Betty Holcombe’s daughter 
Friend of Kirsten Bruce 
Har’s brother 
Robbie Peterson’s 
granddaughter 
Mary Jo Roch 
Betty Peterson’s Niece 
Sharon Hoffman’s friend 
John & Margaret Presley’s 
daughter 



Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and 
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting 
the virus. As well, we pray for all who are being economically negatively affected by the virus and it’s social 
disruption 

 
 
 
 

Birthday’s next week: 
Elaine Eller  8/18    Aaron Yoder   8/19 
Ron Wilson  8/21         

Anniversaries next week: 
Brad and Jill Forsberg  8/20 
 
Announcements: 
 
The Executive Council met and decided, that in the interest of health, it was best to postpone gathering for 
worship in the sanctuary. With the rising number of cases in our county and the governor’s postponement of 
the phase out, it is the right thing to do.  
 

COVID-19 has certainly put a wrinkle in many of our plans this year. But, some wonderful things have 
happening despite the pandemic. The Dala Pantry has taken off with great gusto. Who knew when Pastor 
Amy begins putting the pieces in place for Messiah to host this wonderful community resource last fall that 
our church would be able to answer the call in this unprecedented time. It is due, largely, to this congregation 
members’ time and support that this venture has been successful.  
 

Online worship has also given us a new way to gather and when looking at the numbers of people who view 
the online service we can tell our church’s message is reaching many throughout the smoky valley, state, 
country and world. Thank you to each of you for answering the call and adding so many wonderful parts with 
your recorded additions to the weekly services.  
 

We look forward to seeing you all in person and worshipping together again. We are hopeful this may be in 
August. 
 
We have added in our prayers today, Betty Saunders, mother-in-law of Diane Saunders. As well as Dr. 
Duane Fredrickson, longtime leader in Lindsborg, KS.  Please hold their families in prayer as they grieve. We 
add Gene and Gloria Holdsworth to our prayers as they are feeling the effects of isolation through this time of 
COVID – 19 safety precautions.  Please take time to call and send cards to members who may not have  
many social connections. 
 
 


