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August 23, 2020
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight
PRELUDE

Prelude and Fugue in F

by Vincent Lubeck

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. Amen
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures
from generation to generation. Amen. Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not
welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive
us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope
does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
OPENING HYMN
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s
deliverance will come soon and will never end.
1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which you were

hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the
LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth
beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on
it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 138
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.
2I

will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love
and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of your mouth.
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my
enemies; your right hand shall save me.
8You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not
abandon the works of your hands.
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not
molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.
1I

appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the

measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
Glory to you, O Lord.
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus
responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.
13Now

when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.
19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
Special Music

Lois Carlson and Bill Olson (trombone duet)

BAPTISM PRESENTATION
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit
we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in
the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
Dear friends, we gather today with all the baptized who have been called by God’s Spirit to include a
man and a child in the Christian faith and life. I welcome you to this congregation and to grow in the faith of
Jesus Christ.
FAMILY: We present Harper Olivia Ferguson to be welcomed by this congregation.
God’s church is made up of every person who comes to faith by the power of the Holy Spirit. God
brings together those called into his body to hear the Word of God together, in order that all might grow in
faith and fullness of life. For whom do you ask such faith?
FAMILY: For this child, Harper Olivia Ferguson
Grace and mercy are given to all who call upon God’s name. We pray that God may bring them to Christ in
baptism. Today we will hear the word of God. Will you be faithful in teaching Harper the way of Christ through
his word?
FAMILY: We will, and We ask God to help us.
People of God, will you help this family hear the gospel of Jesus Christ within this household of faith?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Together, we hear the word of God from the Gospel of Matthew, in the 16 th chapter:
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.”
Baptism of Harper Olivia Ferguson
Affirmation of Beth and Keith Ferguson
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
daughter baptized into Christ? I/We do.
As you bring her to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that her may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help them grow in the Christian faith and life? I do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Harper in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and
to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Sponsors: I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Harper and her family, praying for them in their new life in Christ?
We do.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire of rebirth.
You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus
promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your peace and truth.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By your Spirit adopt
us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Harper Olivia Ferguson, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray: We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Laying both hands on each head:
Sustain Harper Olivia/ Keith/Beth with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever. Amen.
Harper, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
Lighting of the baptismal candle.
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. Let your light so shine
before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
May God bring you, in peace and joy, to fullness of life in Christ and call you through the gifts of your
baptism.
Beth and Keith, as you have affirmed the promises of your baptism through the baptism of your
daughter, we welcome you into the assembly of believers here at Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church. You
are a part of this body and we welcome you to this congregation! 😊
May the God of all grace, who has called you to glory, support you and make you strong in faith, hope, and
love.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord; Thanks be to God!
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God. Prepare
your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout the world. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs to
theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you give us. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and magistrates,
mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy and fulfill your
loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us. According
to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or
sick and in need of care (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You call us into this community (name), in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in
ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the church for the sake
of the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and gladness. In
blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead (especially). Bring us with them to
our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of
life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For
your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through
the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life,
O God, we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to
all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal
love. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW 543

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

POSTLUDE

Basse et Dessus de Trompette

by Louis-Nicolas Clerambault

Messiah Lutheran Church
7/31/2020
Actual
Jul-20
Revenue
$6,382.28
Expenses
9,114.59
Surplus
(Deficit)
-$2,732.31
Reserve
Balance

Actual
Jan - Jul 20
$94,966.96
92,278.22

Budget
Jan - Jul 20
$86,485.00
96,367.64

$2,688.74

-$9,882.64

$72,986.84

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Har Shogren, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene
Holdsworth. Family and friends of Betty Saunders. Family and friends of Dr. Duane Fredrickson
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Suzi Gentine
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
CJ Griffith’s
Bryan Otte
Chip Brock

Erin Erb
Daniels' friend
Stephani White
Pari Ford’s mother
Karla Goewert
Paul’s sister-in-law
Orin Shogren
Joy Janis’s brother
Daniellle
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
VanDeVyvere
Carla Wilson and Corey Griffith’s Bruce Butler
brother
Krista Bahler
Chris Reinert’s brother
Betty Finney
Bill and Caroline Brock’s son
Meghan Presley

Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter
Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Mary Jo Roch
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s
daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. As well, we pray for all who are being economically negatively affected by the virus and it’s social
disruption
Birthday’s next week:

Becky Anderson
Chris Reinert

8/24
8/24

Macie Carlson
Christa Lawson

8/24
8/28

Announcements:
A Walk of Hope, a prayer walk around the Smoky Valley and Southeast of Saline school districts.
The event is scheduled for 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30. Interested participants can sign up for a mile or more
at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4FA9AF29A5FC1-awalkof or can email
aliciaplank90@gmail.com or call 785-488-6166 and ask for Alicia.
Please pray for Bethany College, the students, faculty, administrators, and staff, that all remain healthy
and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and that all might live into their
vocation.
Please pray for USD 400 and all teachers, students, administrators, and staff, that they might remain
healthy and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and the all might benefit from
the community of learning.
KICK (Kids in Christ’s Kingdom) will be on hold for the fall until we see how the virus remains contained or
spreads. If you have innovative ideas about how our congregation might engage our youth or any other
population in the community or congregation, please talk with Rachel Ann Atkinson or leave a message at
the office. Ideas about how we are to be Church in this time are welcome, even as we see people being
Church to one another through small actions and thoughtful gestures.
Thrivent Members: For the first half of 2020 eligible Thrivent members designated $55 Thrivent Choice
dollars to Messiah Lutheran Church. To learn more about the program, eligibility rules, and how to designate
please visit www.thrivent.com/choice. Book a meeting with Justin Carlson
Dala Pantry – Remember that Messiah Lutheran member are asked to provide the following items for the
Dala Pantry donations – canned chicken, tuna, pickles, vienna sausages, peanut butter & jelly
We are looking at the return of the Sprout House After School program. They will be using our basement
with about 15 students attending. They left our building last fall when the school allowed them to use space.
The District is restricting the use of Soderstrom this year as they work to maintain a cleaner environment in
response to the Covid-19 virus. Council approved their return with a signed contract that specifies daily deep
cleaning policies along with a plan for days the District cancels school or potentially goes virtual. This will not
be a venture for monetary gain. It is a sharing of the resources and space we have, allowing the gift we have
to be opened to the community.
The Dala Pantry has gained a few new volunteers but is still looking for people to be of assistance from time
to time. Please let Logan know if you are interested! 😊 daweslm@bethanylb.edu.
We welcomed the Ferguson family into the Messiah Family last Sunday. It was the BEST feeling to hold
Harper and have her wiggly self so curious and yet so comfortable in the sanctuary. Please watch/attend
worship this week to share the joy and to welcome them to our congregation. You could send them a card to
welcome them (312 S. Main)!

