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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
PRELUDE

Sanctus

by John Leavitt

GATHERING
How good Lord, to be here!
We come to worship you, Almighty God!
We come with hearts full of changing awareness
Knowing that things of this world are not steady and constant.
We come knowing that we have empowered pain and discord
Saving ourselves rather than looking to the good of all humanity.
We come trusting that you will forgive us
Every time we fail, not only seventy-seven times.
In you we find relief from the constancy of our very beings.
In you we find relief from the barrage of worldly ways.
IN you, O God, we find the power to look with eyes of compassion,
Forgiving, accepting, opening our hearts and minds by your Spirit at work in us.
We come to worship you, Almighty God!
How good, Lord, to be here!
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. Amen
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in
you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us
his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone
with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You intended to do me
harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.
15Realizing

that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against
us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)
1Bless the LORD, O my soul,and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits—
3who

forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
7You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
9you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.
4who

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in
worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and
will judge each of us.
1Welcome

those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are
you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will
be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while

others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God;
while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 7We do not live to ourselves,
and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you,
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is
written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Gospel Acclamation.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the
unlimited mercy of God.
21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;
25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and

threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
SERMON
Hymn of the Day

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of
churches in this community, especially the churches of TACOL. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide
the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care. Renew
and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation,
teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police
toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those yearning for
forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in
body, mind, or spirit, especially our members Rolland, Har, Donna, Walli, Betty, Gloria, Gene, Gretchen,
Teddy and Rayelynn. We pray for friends of Messiah, Donna, Denise, Suzi, Bill, Dawn, CJ, Bryan, Chip,
Dorothy, Erin, Stephani, Karla, Orin, Danielle, Bruce, Krista, Betty and Meghan. We pray for those in the
military, Alex, Ben, Luke, Vicki, Jeremy, T.J., Daniel and Miranda and seminarian Kaylie. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair treatment
for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
A time of silence or special music as we gather first fruits from the people of God for the work of God.
Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables
in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour
out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and
forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one
with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body
and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe
away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Improvisation

by Hyfrydol

Messiah Lutheran Church
8/31/2020
Actual
Aug-20
Revenue
$16,663.34
Expenses
$13,870.00
Surplus
(Deficit)
$2,793.34
Reserve
Balance

Actual
Jan - Aug 20
$111,630.30
$106,148.22

Budget
Jan - Aug 20
$98,840.00
$110,020.18

$5,482.08

-$11,180.18

$75,780.18

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Har Shogren, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene
Holdsworth, Gretchen Norland, Teddy Atkinson, Rayelynn Prater
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
CJ Griffith’s
Bryan Otte
Chip Brock
Dorothy Carmichael

Daniels' friend
Pari Ford’s mother
Joy Janis’s brother
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
Carla Wilson and Corey
Griffith’s brother
Chris Reinert’s brother
Bill and Caroline Brock’s son
Friend of Messiah

Erin Erb
Stephani White
Karla Goewert
Orin Shogren
Danielle
VanDeVyvere
Bruce Butler
Krista Bahler
Betty Finney
Meghan Presley

Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter
Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Mary Jo Roch
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. Also, we pray for all who are being negatively affected by the virus and it’s social disruption.
Brad Lawson

9/9

Birthday’s next week:
Heidi Wedel

9/13

WIDER CHURCH NEWS: BY JEANNE AHLERS
Bishop Candea of the Central States Synod has expressed concern, during these difficult times, about loving
our neighbors. She reminds us of several Scripture passages about this central aspect of our faith.
As far back as in Leviticus, we're told not to take vengeance or to bear a grudge against our neighbor, but to
love our neighbor as ourselves. Jesus takes it further. In Matthew, he is quoted as urging us to love our
enemies and pray for those who persecute us. Loving God, and loving our neighbor as ourselves can be
seen as the basis for all the law and the prophets.
In these times, what specifically does all this mean?
The church claims love of neighbor as a core value of its ministry. When it comes to charity, the church has a
good track record, especially in the case of disaster and of hunger -- our own Dala Pantry is an example of
that -- and the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and Lutheran Disaster Response make a huge impact.
But love of neighbor also means advocacy for justice, addressing those concerns which lead to oppression
and exclusion. Loving our neighbors includes addressing racial injustice, for instance. Systems that oppress,
demean, penalize or exclude must be addressed. Along with proclaiming the gospel, we must fulfill the
commandment to love our neighbor.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please pray for Bethany College, the students, faculty, administrators, and staff, that all remain healthy
and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and that all might live into their
vocation.
Please pray for USD 400 and all teachers, students, administrators, and staff, that they might remain
healthy and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and the all might benefit from
the community of learning.
KICK (Kids in Christ’s Kingdom) will be on hold for the fall until we see how the virus remains contained or
spreads. If you have innovative ideas about how our congregation might engage our youth or any other
population in the community or congregation, please talk with Rachel Ann Atkinson or leave a message at
the office. Ideas about how we are to be Church in this time are welcome, even as we see people being
Church to one another through small actions and thoughtful gestures.
Dala Pantry – Remember that Messiah Lutheran member are asked to provide the following items for the
Dala Pantry donations – canned chicken, tuna, pickles, vienna sausages, peanut butter & jelly; Bethany is
asked to bring single serving macaroni and cheese, ravioli, applesauce, fruit cups; canned tuna.
The Dala Pantry has gained a few new volunteers but is still looking for people to be of assistance from time
to time. Please let Logan know if you are interested! 😊 daweslm@bethanylb.edu.

