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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
PRELUDE

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

J.S. Bach

GATHERING
All you who gather, hear this: the first shall be last.
We come to worship as we are.
From Jesus we know, the last shall be first;
Yet by the Holy Spirit, we come with confidence.
We truly believe, the first shall be last,
So, we come with questions.
Knowing the last shall be first,
We come burdened by failure.
Understanding that the first shall be last.
We come celebrating success!
With full awareness that the last shall be first,
We come fearful of the future.
The first shall be last and the last shall be first.
Almighty God empowers the first and the last and for this reason,
We come to worship!
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in
you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us
his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely
on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became
even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that
challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a
hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?
10When

God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said,
“O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the

beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for
me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city
and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see
what would become of the city.
6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save
him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day,
God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough
to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you
did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not
know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”
Holy Scripture, Holy Word. Thanks be to God!
Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8
The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8)
1I

will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.
day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness.
4One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power.
5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works.
6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your greatness.
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing joyfully of your
righteousness.
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
2Every

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the
ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.
21For

to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and
I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ,
for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one
mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the

privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
Holy Scripture, Holy Word. Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation.

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according to what
they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into
his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came,
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the

same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
Hymn of the Day

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it for
its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your concern, mighty
God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and
violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and
development workers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love,
ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving
sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are
in need. We pray for all who are sick, all who need assistance, and those in our military. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them,
living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
A time of silence or special music as we gather first fruits from the people of God for the work of God.
Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables
in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour
out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and
forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body
and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe
away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You

Messiah Lutheran Church
8/31/2020
Actual
Aug-20
Revenue
$16,663.34
Expenses
$13,870.00
Surplus
(Deficit)
$2,793.34
Reserve
Balance

Actual
Jan - Aug 20
$111,630.30
$106,148.22

Budget
Jan - Aug 20
$98,840.00
$110,020.18

$5,482.08

-$11,180.18

$75,780.18

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Har Shogren, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene
Holdsworth, Gretchen Norland, Teddy Atkinson, Louise Benson
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
CJ Griffith’s
Bryan Otte
Chip Brock
Dorothy Carmichael

Daniels' friend
Pari Ford’s mother
Joy Janis’s brother
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
Carla Wilson and Corey
Griffith’s brother
Chris Reinert’s brother
Bill and Caroline Brock’s son
Friend of Messiah

Erin Erb
Stephani White
Karla Goewert
Orin Shogren
Danielle
VanDeVyvere
Bruce Butler
Krista Bahler
Betty Finney
Meghan Presley

Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter
Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Mary Jo Roch
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. Also, we pray for all who are being negatively affected by the virus and it’s social disruption.
Gavin Doughty
Kelly Carlson
David Janis
Rita Hilt

9/14
9/15
9/15
9/18

Birthday’s next week:
Carol Gusenius
Andrew Loder
Tom Haxton

9/14
9/15
9/16

WIDER CHURCH NEWS: BY JEANNE AHLERS
We've all heard about the wildfires presently raging across California, Oregon, Washington and other
western states. Perhaps we even know someone who is affected by them. It isn't hard to imagine the total
devastation hundreds of thousands of people are facing. The combination of a heat wave and unfavorable
winds has created a crisis of immeasurable proportions.
People may have been warned, told to pack their essentials and evacuate. There is only so much time to
decide what to take along and what to leave behind, not knowing whether there will be a house to come back
to once the danger is past. Moreover, there have already been casualties. At this writing, at least 20 people
have died, hundreds of thousands are under evacuation orders and more than 3.5 million acre have burned
across the three states. Complicating the situation further, evacuees must face the difficult decision of
whether to stay in a shelter in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with at least three Lutheran social services agencies and five
synods to assess the situation and determine the best ways to respond. Certainly immediate needs will be
food and other necessities, not to mention emotional and spiritual care for those who have been traumatized.
We can support wildfire survivors. Gifts to "U.S. wildfires" will be used in full to assist them. Together we can
reflect Christ's light and hope to our neighbors in need.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Messiah Church Women will meet this Wednesday Sept. 23 at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Daytha
Lindsborg will lead the Bible Study and Linda Lewis will be hostess. We are planning on meeting at church
each month. Providing food will be optional with each hostess. We will be wearing masks and practicing
social distancing. All women are invited. If you feel comfortable coming, please join us!
Thank you to everyone who helped us reach our goal for Lutheran World Relief School Kits! Extra school
supplies will go to our local schools or the Dala Pantry.
Bethany Church is collecting individually wrapped bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief. We will celebrate
Lutheran World Relief Sunday on October 4, 2020. Pastor Chris will bless our quilts, kits and bars of soap.
Donations be dropped off in the blue buckets inside Trinity Hall.
Volunteers are needed on October 7 at 9:00 am to tape the boxes for LWR. Two pick up trucks are needed
to deliver the boxes to Salina at 9:00 am on Thursday, September 8. Contact the church office to sign up and
help.
Please pray for Bethany College, the students, faculty, administrators, and staff, that all remain healthy
and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and that all might live into their
vocation.
Please pray for USD 400 and all teachers, students, administrators, and staff, that they might remain
healthy and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and the all might benefit from
the community of learning.

KICK (Kids in Christ’s Kingdom) will be on hold for the fall until we see how the virus remains contained or
spreads. If you have innovative ideas about how our congregation might engage our youth or any other
population in the community or congregation, please talk with Rachel Ann Atkinson or leave a message at
the office. Ideas about how we are to be Church in this time are welcome, even as we see people being
Church to one another through small actions and thoughtful gestures.
Dala Pantry – Remember that Messiah Lutheran members are asked to provide the following items for the
Dala Pantry donations – canned chicken, tuna, pickles, vienna sausages, peanut butter & jelly; Bethany is
asked to bring single serving macaroni and cheese, ravioli, applesauce, fruit cups and canned tuna.
The Dala Pantry has gained a few new volunteers but is still looking for people to be of assistance from time
to time. Please let Logan know if you are interested! 😊 daweslm@bethanylb.edu.

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
God is gracious and merciful.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
Monday

Matthew 20:1-16
Jonah 3:10–4:11

Parable of the vineyard workers
Jonah goes to Nineveh

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Philippians 1:21-30
Exodus 16:2-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Titus 2:11-15
Psalm 145:1-8
Matthew 21:23-32

What life means to Paul
Bread from heaven
God’s faithfulness to Israel
God’s kindness
The Lord is kind and merciful
Parable of the two sons

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Psalm 145:8 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:

Gracious God, we thank you that you care for all, especially those who feel left behind, through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:

God of grace and mercy, we thank you for your care for us that gives us food from your fruitful creation.
Amen.
A Blessing to Give:

May the undeserved kindness of God bless you with faith and good courage now and always.

HYMN OF THE WEEK

God Created Heaven and Earth

WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING CONVERSATIONS

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
• Think about or tell a story of how someone was kind to you.
• Has it ever been difficult for you to be kind to someone? What made it difficult?
• Is God’s kindness to you a surprise or not? Explain.

DEVOTIONS

Read: Jonah 3:10–4:11.
Frankly, we don’t really like God’s justice. It’s too supportive of people unlike us! Like Jonah, we don’t want a
God who is slow to anger and full of steadfast love for people we don’t think deserve it, especially those we
would consider our enemies. That’s why Jonah ran away from God (v. 4:2). Nineveh was the capital of the
Assyrians who had destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC. Now God told Jonah to preach
repentance to the Ninevites. Jonah was afraid to do this because he knew of God’s love and mercy,
something he did not want showered upon his enemies. And Jonah was right; it happened, and it angered
him. It’s just like in Jesus’ parable of the generous landowner (Matthew 20:1-16) where it seems so wrong for
people who worked in the fields all day only to get the same wage as those who started at the end of the day.
Is it easy or hard for you to accept God’s justice where “the undeserving” receive the same generosity you
receive? Explain.
Pray: Gracious and merciful God, give me faith to love your generosity for all people, especially
those who are different from me. In Jesus’ name, amen.

SERVICE

The story of the vineyard in Matthew 20:1-16 is about a generous owner who paid the laborers the same
amount at the end of the day even if some worked harder and longer than others. Some of the laborers
grumbled. The owner asked, “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?” (Matthew 20:15). In what ways are you generous to others with what
belongs to you?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

In Exodus 16:2-15 bread was provided from heaven. Prepare a meal that includes bread. Think or talk about
Moses and the Israelites and how they had to learn to be patient and have faith in God to feed them daily as
they traveled to the Promised Land. What does this mean for you? Before you eat, pray: Lord, thank you for
this bread you have given us to eat. Help us to never forget how you provide for us just as you did for
the Israelites. Amen.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith
formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org
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