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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost - ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight
PRELUDE

Sanctus

by John Leavitt

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. Amen
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in
you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us
his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the
Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Ezekiel 33:7-11
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people.
Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack
unnecessary.
7So

you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,”
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the
Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live;
turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
36Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.
38Fulfill your promise to your servant which is for those who fear you.
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
40Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put
on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.
8Owe

no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.11Besides this, you know what time it is,
how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring
relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
A time of silence or special music as we gather first fruits from the people of God for the work of
God.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of
churches in this community (especially). Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran
World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care. Renew
and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation,
teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police
toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those yearning for
forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in
body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair treatment
for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
A time of silence or special music as we gather first fruits from the people of God for the work of God.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour
out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and
forever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation
Distribution

Post Communion Blessing
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one
with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Rolland Christenson, Har Shogren, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene
Holdsworth, Gretchen Norland, Teddy Atkinson, Kristen Prater and baby
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Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. As well, we pray for all who are being economically negatively affected by the virus and it’s social
disruption
Birthday’s next week:
Brad Lawson
9/9
Heidi Wedel
9/13

WIDER CHURCH NEWS: BY JEANNE AHLERS
The Bethany Lutheran Youth and the Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Youth will be starting youth group after
Labor Day. We will be doing small groups to keep our attendance under 10. We are planning our Brookville
Chicken fundraiser for later this month. This fundraiser will go toward the 2022 National Youth Gathering,
and all food will be "to go". Also, Ericka and I recently made the difficult decision to cancel the 5th quarters
for the time being. We want the kids to be able to stay in school and participate in sports as long as possible,
and with the game attendance being limited during the pandemic, we felt like this was the responsible choice.
More information about all of these things will come out via "Remind" and Facebook. Thank you all so much
for your continued support. Grace and Peace! Jeanne
Announcements:
Please pray for Bethany College, the students, faculty, administrators, and staff, that all remain healthy
and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and that all might live into their
vocation.
Please pray for USD 400 and all teachers, students, administrators, and staff, that they might remain
healthy and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and the all might benefit from
the community of learning.
KICK (Kids in Christ’s Kingdom) will be on hold for the fall until we see how the virus remains contained or
spreads. If you have innovative ideas about how our congregation might engage our youth or any other
population in the community or congregation, please talk with Rachel Ann Atkinson or leave a message at
the office. Ideas about how we are to be Church in this time are welcome, even as we see people being
Church to one another through small actions and thoughtful gestures.
Dala Pantry – Remember that Messiah Lutheran member are asked to provide the following items for the
Dala Pantry donations – canned chicken, tuna, pickles, vienna sausages, peanut butter & jelly; Bethany is
asked to bring single serving macaroni and cheese, ravioli, applesauce, fruit cups; canned tuna.
The Dala Pantry has gained a few new volunteers but is still looking for people to be of assistance from time
to time. Please let Logan know if you are interested! 😊 daweslm@bethanylb.edu.

