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November 29, 2020

First Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
GATHERING
Are we ready?
This question, put to us on this first Sunday in Advent,
is a very personal one.
Christ comes again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
Are we ready?
Revive us, O Lord, God of heaven’s countless hosts,
Let your face shine, that we may be saved.

J.S. Bach

Are we ready?
Ready for the coming of Christ Jesus,
ready for God’s mercy which is judgement
ready for God’s judgement which is mercy?
Are we ready?
Revive us, O Lord, God of heaven’s countless hosts,
Let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Lighting Hymn He Came Down v.1 # 253
GREETING
In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever.Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best
efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved

our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up
and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you
are free—
free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be
strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
OPENING HYMN

Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying

#436

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new
day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of
God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls
God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.
1O

that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would
quake at your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your
presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the
mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were
angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all become like
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us,and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD,
you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider,
we are all your people.
The Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God!
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)
1Hear,

O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

17Let

your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be
saved.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them through
spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.
3Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.4I give thanks to my
God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all
suffering.

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens
will be shaken.26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.32“But about that day or hour no
one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
# 244

Prayers of Intercession
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear
our prayers for everyone in need. A brief silence.
We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice,
peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters,
thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the
earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them
with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with
welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Especially be with
those who directly interact with people affected by infectious diseases. Pour your Spirit into
the caretakers of the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing
severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or
facing food insecurity. We pray for the Dala Pantry and the Blessing Box, for those who will
receive Christmas Baskets and for all who work for the relief of these burdens. Lighten these
loads, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety,
chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses including our members Rolland, Donna,
Walli, Betty, Gloria and Gene. We pray for friends of Messiah, Donna, Denise, Bill, Dawn,
Dorothy, Erin, Stephani, Karla, Orin, Danielle, Bruce, Krista, Betty and Meghan. We pray for
those in the military, Alex, Ben, Luke, Vicki, Jeremy, T.J., Daniel and Miranda and seminarian
Kaylie. Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or
healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you.
Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you!
Offering Prayer
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.
Blessing
May the Creator of the stars bless your Advent journey, may the long-expected Savior fill you
with love, may the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. Amen.
HYMN

Let All Things Now Living

#557

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

Paul Manz
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Actual
Oct-20

Actual
Jan - Oct 20

Budget
Jan - Oct 20

Revenue

$10,888.22

$134,277.77

$123,550.00

Expenses

11,190.96

128,746.99

137,325.26

-$302.74

$5,530.78

-$13,775.26

Surplus (Deficit)

Reserve Balance

$75,828.88

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray
Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene Holdsworth, we pray
especially for the family of Har Shogren
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
Chip Brock
Dorothy Carmichael
Erin Erb
Stephani White

Daniels' friend
Pari Ford’s mother
Joy Janis’s brother
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
Bill and Caroline Brock’s son
Friend of Messiah
Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Karla Goewert
Orin Shogren
Danielle
VanDeVyvere
Krista Bahler
Betty Finney
Meghan Presley

Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s daughter

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. Also, we pray for all who are being negatively affected by the virus and it’s social disruption.

WIDER CHURCH NEWS: BY JEANNE AHLERS
Hurricane Iota, a Category 5 storm, headed directly to the same Central American communities that had
been devastated by Hurricane Eta less than two weeks earlier.
Needless to say, the situation is dire. Hurricane Eta displaced thousands of people, overwhelming shelters
and forcing families to sleep under tarps or plastic sheeting. They had to ride out the second deadly storm
under these conditions. Combined with the current pandemic, things could hardly be worse.
Pablo Antonio Guerra was one of Eta's victims. He lost his home and everything in it when the storm struck.
"And now we have another storm bearing down on us," he said. "We are really afraid."
Although he needs to rebuild, he can't yet, nor can his neighbors. In the first place, he needed to get his
family to safety, out of Iota's path. More heavy rains further threaten lives with the possibility of landslides.
Pablo wonders how his family, including his young grandchildren, will stay alive during this difficult time.
The Lutheran World Relief team is urging help for our neighbors to the south. In a year of unprecedented
crises their resources are stretched thin. Any help would be more than welcome.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you would like to give your offering online you can do so on our website at
https://www.melclindsborg.org/giving. We are grateful for your generous support.
Please pray for USD 400 and all teachers, students, administrators, and staff, that they might remain
healthy and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and the all might benefit from
the community of learning.
Dala Pantry – Remember that Messiah Lutheran members are asked to provide the following items for the
Dala Pantry donations – canned chicken, tuna, pickles, vienna sausages, peanut butter & jelly; Bethany is
asked to bring single serving macaroni and cheese, ravioli, applesauce, fruit cups and canned tuna.
The Dala Pantry has gained a few new volunteers but is still looking for people to be of assistance from time
to time. Please let Logan know if you are interested! daweslm@bethanylb.edu.
Advent messages will be posted on the Messiah Facebook page each Wednesday in Advent. Please watch
for them in the upcoming weeks. They may get to be posted on our website as well, Pastor is uncertain of the
technology. 
As Covid numbers in our area are skyrocketing, our worship has returned to recorded only. Please watch
the website for the youtube link each Sunday morning at 9:30.

