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Setting 3
PRELUDE

Second Sunday after Epiphany
Chorale Prelude on “Quem Pastores”
Blessed Jesus at Your Word

Healey Willan
Richard Purvis

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
God of revelation and epiphany—
Through the words of the prophets
You have shown us the world of your dreaming and longing:
A world built on justice, overflowing with plenty,
and crowned with joy.Through the coming of Emmanuel his living and loving, his words and actions—
you have shown us
how such a world might be fashioned. Help us to take, hold and grow into these understandings;
and, like Jesus, may we always be ready
to live generously, love expansively, speak boldly and act courageously, that the Kingdom of your
dreaming,
with its justice, abundance and joy,
may become the present reality of all the peoples of this world.
~http://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/churches/prayer/church-seasons.aspx?Page=1

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all
people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our
hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward,
failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth
and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have
done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in
your divine mercy. Amen.

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and
we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are
called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Prayer of the Day
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you
give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising
you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word. Though just a
boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s
prophetic ministry.
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days;

visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not
see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here
I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So
he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the LORD
came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is
listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both
ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning
his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid
to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said,
“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he
said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.” 19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and
let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a
trustworthy prophet of the LORD.]
Holy Scripture, Holy Word. Thanks be to God!
Psalm: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1)
1LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me.
2You

know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways.
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
5You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

3You

6Such

knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them!
18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
13For

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death of Christ. Hence Christian
relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy
Spirit lives within us.
12“All

things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be
dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy
both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said,
“The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication!
Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you
are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
Holy Scripture, Holy Word. Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: John 1:43-51
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend Nathanael moves
from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”
43The

next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found
him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”
46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is
no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the
fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people
in need.
A brief silence.

For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, that following Jesus,
the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has marvelously made, that we
serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and military personnel,
and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable,
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who are imprisoned or
homebound (especially), that God console all who suffer, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time or returning, and for those absent from our
assembly, that all who seek to know God are nourished by word and sacrament, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us (especially Antony and Pachomius, renewers of the
church), that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in action, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among
us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC
Jeanne Lucas
Offering Prayer
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in
peace. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

Johann Gottfried Walther
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Messiah Lutheran Church
11/30/2020
Actual
Nov-20

Actual
Jan - Nov
20

Budget
Jan - Nov
20

Revenue

$8,692.64

$142,970.41

$135,905.00

Expenses

14,237.45

142,984.44

150,977.80

Surplus (Deficit)

-$5,544.81

-$14.03

-$15,072.80

Reserve Balance

$70,284.07

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray
Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene Holdsworth
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
Dorothy Carmichael
Erin Erb
Stephani White

Daniels' friend
Pari Ford’s mother
Joy Janis’s brother
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
Friend of Messiah
Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Karla Goewert
Orin Shogren
Danielle
VanDeVyvere
Krista Bahler
Betty Finney
Meghan Presley

Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s daughter

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. Also, we pray for all who are being negatively affected by the virus and it’s social disruption.

WIDER CHURCH NEWS: BY JEANNE AHLERS
Anthony Stephens is an Army chaplain, and he's ministering on the front lines. Not in battle overseas, but in
New York City, and the enemy is COVID-19.
He is ministering to some 700 National Guard and Army troops during the severe COVID-19 outbreak there.
It might seem like a daunting task, but he doesn't take it that way.
Since 2016, he has served as a chaplain to the Joint Task Force Empire Shield, part of the New York State
Division of Military and Naval Affairs. The task force protects the city's bridges, airports, tunnels and train
stations from security threats, and has also responded to the COVID-19 outbreak. He has helped troops deal
with their anxiety for family members and friends who were sick, jobless or challenged by other hardships.
With a doctorate from Pacific Lutheran University, he has also held a private counseling practice.
"In many ways," he said, "there's a feeling of defenselessness against this virus. We were all exposed before
social distancing, and we can't escape this. There's a sense that you can wash your hands just so many
times; that we're in God's hands now."
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Annual Meeting will be held either virtually or in person. Please contact the office if you plan to be in-person.
The reports will be available hard copy at the office or via email. Watch for a Zoom link for the meeting on the
24th at 11am.
All Committees will need to meet in the next month. Please let Pastor know when so that Zoom or in-person
can be set up.
Please pray for Bethany College, the students, faculty, administrators, and staff, that all remain healthy
and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and that all might live into their
vocation.
Please pray for USD 400 and all teachers, students, administrators, and staff, that they might remain
healthy and mindful of best health practices, that learning be deep and strong, and the all might benefit from
the community of learning.

JANUARY 17, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY
God reaches out to us.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
John 1:43-51
Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael
Monday
1 Samuel 3:1-20
The call of Samuel
Tuesday
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Honor God in body and spirit
Wednesday Psalm 40:1-11
Happy are those who trust in God
Thursday
Romans 8:26-30
God reaches out to us
Friday
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 Be faithful
Saturday
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
The Lord knows us well
Sunday
Mark 1:14-20
Jesus calls the first disciples
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for
your servant is listening.”
1 Samuel 3:10 (NRSV)
PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Awesome God, for your desire to have a relationship with us through Christ our Lord, we give you thanks and
praise. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
For the food that we eat, for your love that we meet, for this meal that we share as a sign of your care. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:
May the God that searches you and knows you give you hope and peace through Christ our Lord.
(Psalm 139:1)
HYMN OF THE WEEK
Listen, God Is Calling

WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING CONVERSATIONS
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
• Are you more of a listener or a talker? Explain.
• Is it easy for you to tell others about Jesus? Why or why not?
• As a disciple of Jesus, why is listening to God so important?
DEVOTIONS
Read: 1 Samuel 3:1-20.
Human efforts are important for lots of things in this world, but in the Bible, it is God’s efforts that make all the
difference. It is not first that we as humans call on God to make God a saving presence in our lives. It is God
that reaches out to us. We see this in the story of Jesus calling disciples (John 1:43-51). Jesus takes the
initiative with Philip, Nathanael, and with us. We see that same pattern when God calls Samuel. God
repeatedly reaches out to a boy who does not know God yet. This is also the theme of Psalm 139:1: “O
LORD, you have searched me and known me.” According to the psalmist, that is unbelievably awesome
news. That news is worthy of our full attention, like the boy Samuel saying to the LORD, “Speak, for your
servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). With a God who comes to us, knows us, and calls us to do Gods’ work
in the world, it is worth taking the voice of Samuel and making it our own: “Speak, Lord, for I am listening.”
The church, body of Christ, wants to acknowledge that we are listening to Jesus; the faithfulness of each
disciple of Jesus says, “Lord, I am listening to you.” How do you listen to God? Is it through prayer, reading
the Bible, public worship, or listening to the voice of God through others around you? Explain.
Pray: Dear God, just as you pursued Samuel and the disciples Philip and Nathanael, we thank you for
pursuing us with your love and grace today through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SERVICE
To care for someone is to listen to them as Samuel listened to God when God called out to him. Is there
someone who could use your attentive listening this week?
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Psalm 139 is a beautiful and reflective psalm. Read Psalm 139:1-6 this week using a meditational tradition
called Lectio Divina. Read it once slowly and pause for reflection. Read it again and pick out a word or
phrase that stands out for you. Pause, then read it one last time and wonder how the verses can guide your
life this week. Conclude by praying the Lord’s Prayer.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith
formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

