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Setting 3
PRELUDE

January 10, 2021
The Star Proclaims the King Is Here

Flor Peeters

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give
thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in
Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

WHEN JESUS CAME TO JORDAN

ELW #305

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your
grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who
experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life .
1In

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 29
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.
Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of
baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the
Spirit.
1While

Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he
found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They
replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance,
telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
Glory to you, O Lord.
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will
baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
4John

the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just
as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove
on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING BE TO GOD ELW #458

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism.
By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are
united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in
God's mission for the life of the world.
Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:
I present Rayelynn Ruth and Joel Robert Prater for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses candidates who are able to answer for themselves:
Joel, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to be baptized into Christ?
I do.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have Rayelynn Ruth Prater
baptized into Christ? I do.
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? I do.
The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Rayelynn and Joel and pray for them in their new life in Christ?
We do.
The assembly stands.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
BAPTISM
Rayelynn Ruth/Joel Robert I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for each:

Sustain Rayelynn/Joel with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both
now and forever.
Amen.
Rayelynn Ruth/Joel Robert, child of God, (marking with oil) you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen.
WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child) by a
representative of the congregation who says:
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and
praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. (Applause!)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people
in need.
A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the
forgiveness of sins, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is
revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers
amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely. We pray for those who lead us in our
government. May the constitutional settings be respected and upheld by all, that our leadership might
continue to work for the good of the whole constituency. We pray for President Trump and President-elect
Biden. Hold these leaders in your grace, that your spirit of peace might prevail, let us pray. Have mercy, O
God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for
the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer (especially), that God shower
compassion, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in their daily
work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace. Be with our students and professors,
teachers, administrators and staff, that the pandemic might be abated and learning communities might
flourish, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For Rayelynn and Joel and for all who are baptized into your kingdom, O Lord, we pray. Let the gifts you
offer, the promises you have made and the covenant of your ever present love change us all to serve you
with willing and open hearts. Let us pray, Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in our
baptismal vocations, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among
us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish
us anew in your tender care and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through
Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
Sending Blessing
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;
may Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn

Baptized in Water

ELW #456

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Voluntary in E Minor

John Stanley
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Messiah Lutheran Church
11/30/2020
Actual
Nov-20

Actual
Jan - Nov
20

Budget
Jan - Nov
20

Revenue

$8,692.64

$142,970.41

$135,905.00

Expenses

14,237.45

142,984.44

150,977.80

Surplus (Deficit)

-$5,544.81

-$14.03

-$15,072.80

Reserve Balance

$70,284.07

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray
Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, Gloria and Gene Holdsworth, we pray
especially for the family of Har Shogren
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
Dorothy Carmichael
Erin Erb
Stephani White

Daniels' friend
Pari Ford’s mother
Joy Janis’s brother
Sharon Hoffman’s Daughter
Friend of Messiah
Friend of Sherry Peterson
Betty Holcombe’s daughter

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson
Ben Youngquist
S Hoffman’s nephew
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child

Karla Goewert
Orin Shogren
Danielle
VanDeVyvere
Krista Bahler
Betty Finney
Meghan Presley

Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Har’s brother
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Betty Peterson’s Niece
Sharon Hoffman’s friend
John & Margaret Presley’s daughter

Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson

Seminary
Kaylie Ines

Please pray for all affected by Covid-19: Healthcare workers/administration/staff, residential staff and
residents, those who seem unaffected and those who are currently aware they are infected and are fighting
the virus. Also, we pray for all who are being negatively affected by the virus and it’s social disruption.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Council Meeting will be on January 13th at 6:30. Please respond if you will attend virtually or in person. The
next committee meeting will be January 12th at 3:30. Please submit reports from each committee.
Annual Meeting will be held either virtually or in person. Please contact the office if you plan to be in-person.
The reports will be available hard copy at the office or via email. Watch for a Zoom link for the meeting on the
24th at 11am.
All Committees will need to meet in the next month. Please let Pastor know when so that Zoom or in-person
can be set up.

JANUARY 10, 2021
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Jesus is God’s beloved, and so are we.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Mark 1:4-11
Genesis 1:1-5
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 15:33-39
Ephesians 4:1-6
Galatians 3:19-29
Psalm 29
John 1:43-51

The baptism of Jesus
God creates light
Paul baptizes in Ephesus
Death of Jesus
Unity in the body of Christ
The purpose of the law
The voice of God in the storm
Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Mark 1:11
(NRSV)
PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Dear God, we thank you for Jesus, your Beloved Son and our Savior and for claiming us in baptism as your
loved children now and always. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
God of tender care, as we are given strength from this meal, may we remember with joy that we are your
beloved children through Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord give you strength and bless you with peace. (Psalm 29:11)
HYMN OF THE WEEK
You are Mine

WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING CONVERSATIONS
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
• What is a dramatic event you have witnessed or heard about?
• Have you experienced a baptism as a life-changing event? Explain.
• How was Jesus’ baptism a life-changing event for the world?
DEVOTIONS
Read: Mark 1:4-11.
Jesus’ baptism is marked by dramatic events. Not only did Jesus go out to John in the wilderness, but so did
“all the people of Jerusalem” (v. 5). John, who has a strong following acknowledges that Jesus, the one to
come after John, is so much more important, that John is not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals. Jesus’ own
baptizing will bring with it the Holy Spirit, not just the call to repentance, as was the baptism of John. The
Holy Spirit will make Jesus’ baptism and the Christian baptism different (see Acts 19:1-7). Then, the most
dramatic moment happens, the moment that defines Jesus’ baptism as a cosmic shattering event: the
heavens were torn apart and the Spirit of God came down, appearing like a dove. The tearing apart of the
heavens will be matched by the tearing apart of the curtain in the temple at the time of Jesus death (Mark
15:38). Jesus’ baptism is linked with the cosmic shattering event of his death that changes for all time our
relationship to God. This is something that we participate in through our own baptisms, another earthshattering experience filled with love that claims us as God’s beloved children. Is being claimed by God in
baptism earth shattering to you? Why or why not?
Pray: God of glory and might, help us to see and believe in your earth-shattering power and love for
us and to see that love embrace us in the remembrance of our baptisms. Amen.
SERVICE
The baptism of Jesus took place using water. Water is essential to life. It is important that rivers, lakes, and
oceans stay clean but they can get and have been contaminated by people’s actions. What are some things
we can do to help keep our waters clean and free of pollution?
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
The “Baptism of our Lord Sunday” is a time to recall our own baptisms. This week in your home, light a
candle, perhaps your own baptismal candle. Dip your fingers into a bowl of water and mark the sign of the
cross on your forehead or the foreheads of one another. As you mark the sign of the cross, give this
blessing: Say: You are God’s beloved child.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith
formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

