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What can be done, outside the normal box, to be Church to one another?
How can you share the good news of Jesus’ love for the world through a revision of your
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pandemic. These questions are imperative for us to ask now as we look for ways to pioneer our
congregation through this time of desert wandering in faith and community.
We are the church, season after season. We are the people God has called in this time, to this
place, for this community of people to hear and witness what God is doing through us on behalf of
the world.
The pamphlet found in our building when I first came, and many of these are still around,
says that we “share the faith of our fathers in the words of our children.” We have this call to pass
along the faith we have in ways that our children, our neighbors, our friends, colleagues, and families
can hear anew. Were I to write in the manner of the 1941 red hymnal, I would write thus:
“Comfort, comfort, ye My people, Speak ye peace, thus saith our God; Comfort those who sit
in darkness, Mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load. Speak ye to Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for
them; Tell her that her sins I cover And her warfare now is over.”
Today, we sing the same song in this way: “Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!”
So says our God. Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. To God’s people
now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them! Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in
peace forever.”
Small changes, epiphanies which light the way for a new generation, empowerment for the
current generation to continue in God’s was even as we struggle to let go of the box in which we
have placed God, our faith, our church. We have a call. It is the time. Now is the moment when God
says to us, “You are my beloved. Sealed with the cross of Christ you are marked as a child of God
forever! Now go, make disciples of all nations, of every people, each person, by your witness, by
your very lives!”
We have this way of attempting to keep things as they have always been. Our world today,
more pointedly than we like, is telling us it has never been the same. There is no as they have always
been. There is only today, our memories, and our pull toward tomorrow, toward the moments of
explosive awareness, clear and profound.
What will you do, to share the love of God with others, doing to them as you would have
done to you, such that God is honored and glorified? How will you be the Church for the world,
Lutheran in flavor, focused on Christ? Where will you open to sharing the faith you’ve been taught
in the new language of this world, distantly, masked, connecting digitally, in parking lots and garages
and parks?
Epiphany carries the notion of illumination. As you come to recognize new ways, discovering unknown paths, may the light of God’s presence through you create possibilities and potentials
beyond your imagination, so that the world might know God through you even in these wondrous
times.
The Church is not finished with Her work. Nor are we allowed to be complacent in our
awareness of God’s movement in our lives, nor complacent in the sharing of the gifts empowered
through us by the Holy Spirit. You are a beloved child of God.
You. Beloved. Child of God.
Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. Let your hearts be true
and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, and
all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Blessings on your days of epiphany!
~Pastor Amy

Messiah Lutheran Church Council Minutes
December 16, 2020
Council Members present: Pastor Amy Truhe, Becky Anderson, Kirsten Bruce, Lois Carlson,
Gavin Doughty, Linda Lewis, Mary Lindgren, Muriel Gentine, Warren Olson, Robert Peterson.
Zoom: Pari Ford, Linda Lewis.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Amy Truhe
Reports:
Secretary: Approval of minutes of the November 3, 2019 meeting M/S/C.
Treasurer: Report M/S/C.
Pastor: see written report
Old Business:
Council Member(s): Looking for a volunteer to replace outgoing member.
+ 2021 Budget: Chris Reinert’s recommendations for the budget were approved with the
exception of changing line item #618 to $1,600 to cover 12 months.
New Business:
Worship: No in-person worship services. Christmas Eve: Carols Booklets & Tangrams
online and printed.
Dec. 27: Lessons & Carols/ Christmas by Candlelight.
Jan 3: Worship presented by Synod
Thriven Choice Dollars: 10 singing masks were purchased with these funds.
Multi-media fund, Memorials & Grant: Expenses related to filming worship will be paid 		
from these funds.
Designated / Restricted Funds: Motion to move $367.65 from Puppet Ministry to National
Youth Gathering; move $468.48 from Anniversary Fund to Improvement Fund and deposit 		
any income from future sales into Improvement Fund; renew and change term for Mission 		
Investment Fund from 1 year at .9% to 3 years in order to earn 1.9%. M/S/C
iWave: Motion to purchase 2 electronic devices (iWave) that attach to the furnace to remove
bacteria and viruses at a cost of approximately $600.00 each for the Fellowship Room. M/S/C
Holiday Cheer: Christmas cookies will be given out to members on December 20 from
2:00 – 3:00.
Annual Meeting on January 17: Committee reports can be turned in anytime.
Marla Elmquist and Linda Lewis will be asked to check the link on “how to have an online meeting”.
Committee Reports:
Christian Ed – Pari Ford
Staff Relations – Kirsten Bruce
Fellowship – Gavin Doughty
TACOL – Linda Lewis
Finance & Stewardship – Becky Anderson
Worship & Music – Lois Carlson - written report
Global Missions – Warren Olson
Youth – (Jeanne Lucas)
Outreach and Caring – Ingrid Pohl
WELCA – Mary Lindgren
Property – Rob Peterson – replaced 6 toilets
Memorial – (Dixie Mattas)
Next Executive Committee Meeting: January 12 at 3:30
Next MELC Council Meeting: Wednesday January 13 at 6

January
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Sunday
Worship
Online
9:30 am
Sunday
Worship
Online
9:30 am
Sunday
Worship
Online
9:30 am
Sunday
Worship
Online
9:30 am

Executive
Committee
Meeting
3:30 pm

MELC
Council
Meeting
6:00 pm

Dala Pantry
volunteers
meeting
12:00 pm

BC Chapel
Break
10:30 am

31

Sunday
Worship
Online
9:30 am

Messiah Church Staff
Pastor
Office Manager
Custodian
Youth Director
Organist
Sr. Choir Director
Treasurer

Amy Truhe
Ida Rencher
Juan Redmon
Jeanne Lucas
Ericka Lysell, BLC
Steven Gustafson
Dr. Mark Lucas
Christine Reinert

Contact Us
Office: 785-227-3977
mlchurch@mlc.kscoxmail.com
www.melclindsborg.org
office hours: 9-12 M-F
Call for appointment with Pastor Amy

MELC’s Guiding Principles

Jesus is Lord s Everyone is welcome s Love changes people
Everyone has gifts to offer s God sends us as servants to the world
We commit to grow in faith

