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Third Sunday of Easter  
ELW Setting 1 

 

Prelude    In Death’s Strong Grasp the Savior Lay   J.S. Bach 
 

Call and Response:  
The bread of life opens our eyes. 
The word of life opens our ears.  
The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness,  
and by those wounds we are healed.  
We live as God's people, seeking, wondering, startled 
We live as God's people, terrified, disbelieving, joyful. 
When will we be able to simply accept the mystery? 
God comes to us always, we come to worship God! 
Peace be with you.   

     And also with you 
 

Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

Entrance Hymn                   Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds    #367 
 

Kyrie                                                                                                                        p. 98  
                                                         This is the Feast                                            

(Congregation sings the refrain, Liturgist sings the verses) 
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1.  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us  
     free to be people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and  
     strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. refrain 
 

2.  Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all  
     creation: Blessing and honor, glory and might be to God and  
     the Lamb forever. Amen. refrain 
 

3.  For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. refrain 
 

Prayer of the Day   
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel 
have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering 
them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 
murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 
this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health 
in the presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that 
his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped 
out.” 

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: Psalm 4 
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3) 



1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  

 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure. 

1 John 3:1-7 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our 
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in 
him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or 
known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God! 
 

Gospel Acclamation:      p. 102 

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48  Glory to You O Lord! 
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand 
him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the 
message of repentance and forgiveness. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 



41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ! 
Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day:                        With High Delight Let Us Unite     #368 

Response to the Word: Creed and Confession 
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 
1:13-14) 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open 
our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies 
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and 
delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. We pray for the restoration of 



Coronado Heights and give thanks for Kanopolis Lake. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a 
peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for 
guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your 
lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. We pray especially for Mayor 
Becky, Governor Laura, and President Joe. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to 
those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and 
wholeness we especially pray for our members Rolland, Donna, Walli, Betty, Gloria and 
Gene. We pray for our friends Donna, Denise, Bill, Dawn, Dorothy, Stephani, Karla, Orin, 
Danielle, Krista, Betty, Meghan and Matt let us pray that Christ our healer transform sickness 
into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into 
peace. We pray for those serving in the military including: Alex, T.J., Ben, Vicki, Jeremy, 
Luke, Miranda and Daniel. We pray for seminarian Kaylie Ines. Be close to the hearts of the 
lonely. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. 
Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like 
you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank 
you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join 
them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace of the Lord be with you all: And also with you!  
 

MEAL  
 

Offertory       Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds      Paul Manz 
 

Offering Prayer   
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of 
your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving           p. 107             
 “Holy, Holy, Holy”             Congregation sings                          p. 108   

 



Eucharistic Prayer                                                                                               p. 108                                                 
Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                        p. 112 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Distribution of Communion  
 

After Communion: 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 
still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
May almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen  
 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen Lord! Thanks be to God!  
 

Closing Hymn         Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing   #389 
 

POSTLUDE       Postlude on “Easter Hymn”       Paul Manz 
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Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt. Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. Text © 1960 World 
Library Publication 

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray     

                
3/31/2021  Actual  Actual  Budget  

  Mar-21  

Jan –  
Mar 21  

Jan –  
Mar 21  

        
Revenue  26,414.61   50,636.06   36,289.97   
         
Expenses  11,083.23   37,767.40   40,121.19   
        
Surplus (Deficit) 15,331.38   12,868.66   (3,831.22)  
Reserve 
Balance      93,535.29      

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Music/Index/2021-4-18/2202


Members of Messiah:    
Rolland Christenson, Donna Forsberg, Walli Ellis, Betty Peterson, and Gloria and Gene 
Holdsworth 

Serving the U.S.A.   
Alex Klapp     Betty Russin’s grandson    Vicki Charboneau   Elaine Eller’s granddaughter  
Ben Youngquist      S Hoffman’s nephew                 Jeremy Guy            Hensley’s son-in-law 
T.J. Paulsen        Barb Malm’s child      
Daniel & Miranda Norland    Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife                            
 

Serving the U.S.A. Overseas                                                    Seminary 
Luke Hammontree Daniel’s grandson                Kaylie Ines 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
L’Jean Swisher 4/21      Jill Forsberg  4/22  
Chad Ellis   4/23      
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We will be collecting Personal Care Kit items for Lutheran World Relief. Anyone may 
donate to this worthwhile project, sponsored by Messiah Church Women. A tub will be 
available with lists of what is needed on the north Fellowship Hall table. We can also provide 
the items for you. Checks can be written to Messiah Church Women and dropped off in the 
office or sent to Chris Reinert. At present there is currently a great need for these kits, both in 
our country and abroad. 
 

    
 Friends of Messiah 
    Donna Stejksal 
    Denise  
    Bill Stephenson 
    Dawn 
     
    Dorothy Carmichael 
    Stephani White 
     

 
 
Daniels' friend 
Pari Ford’s mother 
Joy Janis’s brother                             
Sharon Hoffman’s 
Daughter 
Friend of Messiah 
Betty Holcombe’s 
daughter 
 

 
 
Karla Goewert 
Orin Shogren 
Danielle  
VanDeVyvere 
Krista Bahler 
Betty Finney 
Meghan 
Presley 
Matt Forrester 
 

 
 
Friend of Kirsten Bruce 
Har’s brother 
Robbie Peterson’s  
granddaughter 
Betty Peterson’s Niece 
Sharon Hoffman’s friend 
John & Margaret Presley’s  
Daughter 
Pastor Amy’s brother 



We are planning a spring clean-up day at Messiah Church on April 17th. If you are available 
to dust, declutter, trim bushes, pull weeds, etc. please join us anytime between 9 am and  
1 pm. 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church will be hosting a suicide intervention class on April 22 & 23 from 
8-4 both days in Lindsborg. You do need to be present both days. ASIST is the gold star 
standard in suicidology. Ericka Lysell is a master trainer and will be co training with a crisis 
therapist from Prairie View. Please let Ericka know if you are interested in this class 785-822-
8619.  It is free due to a SV community foundation grant. 
 

Now is the time to begin cleaning out all those treasures that you no longer have a use for 
or are just tired of looking at. Children’s clothes are welcome; adult clothing not so much. You 
can bring items to the church anytime.  

                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 18, 2021  

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Jesus opens our minds to understand the 

scriptures.  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

Sunday  Luke 24:36b-48  Jesus appears to the disciples  

Monday  Acts 3:12-19  Peter speaks in the temple  

Tuesday  1 John 3:1-7  Children of God  

Wednesday  Joshua 1:1-9  God’s commission to Joshua  

Thursday  2 Timothy 3:14-17  Paul’s last instructions to Timothy  

Friday  Nehemiah 8:1-8  Ezra summons the people  

Saturday  Psalm 4  An evening prayer  

Sunday  John 10:11-18  The Good Shepherd  

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Then [Jesus] opened [the disciples] minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name.” Luke 24:45-47a (NRSV)  

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  

Almighty and merciful God, help us to be aware of your grace that we may daily repent of our 
sins and turn to you through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer:  

Dear God, we give you thanks for the food that nourishes the body and for your word that  
nourishes the soul. Amen.  
  

A Blessing to Give:  

May the Lord keep you safe and grant that you lie down in peace. (Psalm 4:8)   
 
HYMN OF THE WEEK   
Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak  



WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• What is something you want to learn more about?  

• What questions do you have about Jesus and the Christian faith?  

• Who or where do you turn to when you want to know more about the Christian faith?  

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  Luke 24:36b-48.  
It is clear that the first followers of Jesus were drawn to the Hebrew Scriptures to understand 
what happened to Jesus and what that meant for them as his followers. Jesus himself 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, that is, the Old Testament, since the New 
Testament had not yet been written. There is a continuity between the Old and New 
Testaments that Christians can easily overlook. Easter is a good time to commit to reading 
the Bible—Old and New Testaments—to seek a deeper understanding of who Jesus is and 
what his reign means for the world and the church of today. How can reading the Bible 
strengthen your faith and encourage you to share the message of Jesus in word and deed?  
Pray:  Dear resurrected Savior and Lord, give us the desire to read the Bible, learn 
more about you, and share your message of forgiveness with those we meet. Amen.  

SERVICE  
April 22 is observed as Earth Day around the world. Psalm 4 uses the image of an 
abundance of grain and wine to show the joy of knowing God. As we acknowledge that God 
is the creator of all things, it is good for us to care for what God has made. It is a source of 
joy. In what way can you experience the joy of God’s creation this week through caring for the 
earth? 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
The end of the day is a good time to slow down, reflect on the day, and focus on God’s place 
at the center of our lives. Take time before going to bed each day this week to think or talk 
about mountain highs and valley lows for the day and then read and reflect on this verse from 
Psalm 4:8, “I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down 
in safety.”   
 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith 

formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org  

 


