MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 N. First Street, Lindsborg, Kansas 67456
Office: 785-227-3977
www.melclindsborg.org mlchurch@mlc.kscoxmail.com
Pastor Amy Truhe
October 3, 2021
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
ELW Setting 3
Prelude

Adagio in E Major

Frank Bridge

Call and Response:
Call and Response:
Gathered in the name of Jesus Christ,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and blessed by God,
we come to worship one, holy God.
O God, our own God,
how wonderful is your name in all the earth.
Your majesty is the music of the starry skies.
yet even children of dust can sing your praises.
In the name of the Healer, the Provider and the Enabler
let your gratitude and joy be made known.
O God, our own God,
how wonderful is your name in all the earth!
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless. Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and
see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the
earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we
call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. Amen.
Entrance Hymn

Beautiful Savior
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Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form
us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we
may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity,
God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to become with each other
“one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman).
18The

LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper
as his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to
all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was
not found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the
man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the
rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the
man. 23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one
shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.
The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!
Psalm: Psalm 8

You crown us with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:5)
1O | LORD

our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens
out of the mouths of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger.

3When

I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?
5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them.
6You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
9O | LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one through whom God
created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one who experienced human suffering and
death in order to blaze the path of salvation for us.
1Long

ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 2:5Now
God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone
has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals,
that you care for them? 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you
have crowned them with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in
subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower
than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that
by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10It was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of
their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers
and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the
congregation I will praise you.”
The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:
Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
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Glory to you, O Lord!

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These two stories
demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to
adult men.
2Some

Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?”
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because
of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 13People were bringing
little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to
them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
Sermon
3He

Hymn of the Day

O God, My Faithful God

#806

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning
a call to ministry and all seminarians We pray for Lisa in seminary and Kaylie as she discerns
a call, that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and preserve
endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen
relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human family.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical
disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and
hospitable. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here
today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us (especially) and remind us
of their continued role in this community of faith. We especially pray for our members
Rolland, Walli, Gloria, Gene, Vic, and Merlyn. We pray for our friends Denise, Bill, Dawn,
Stephani, Karla, Danielle, Krista, Meghan, Amy, Sharon, Kim, Jill, and Matt. Be with
seminarians Kaylie and Lisa. We pray for those serving in the military: Alex, Vicki, Ben,
Jeremy, T.J., Daniel, Miranda, and Luke. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have gone
before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace of the Lord be with you all: And also with you!
MEAL
Offertory

Take my Life by Craig Courtney

Offering Prayer
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
“Holy, Holy, Holy”
Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Lamb of God

Congregation sings
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Distribution of Communion
Prayer after Communion
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Blessing
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity,
☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

Go My Children, with My Blessing

#543

Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God.
Postlude

All Glory Be to God on High Andreas

Worship Leaders today:
Steve Gustafson
Organist
Lisa Simmelink
Liturgist
Jeanne Ahlers
Lector

Nikolaus Vetter

Worship Leaders next week:
Steve Gustafson
Organist
Marc Anderson
Liturgist
Ingrid Pohl
Lector

Messiah Lutheran Church
8/21/2021
Revenue
Expenses
Surplus (Deficit)
Reserve Balance

Actual
Aug-21
8,112.10
11,866.09
(3,753.99)
84,717.71

Actual
Jan - Aug
21
92,789.48
88,738.40
4,051.08

Budget
Jan - Aug
21
96,773.32
106,989.94
(10,216.62)

Members, Friends, and Family for Whom We Pray
Members of Messiah:
Rolland Christenson, Walli Ellis, Gloria and Gene Holdsworth, Merlyn Hilt, Kelly Carlson,
Vic Streufert
Friends of Messiah
Donna Stejksal
Denise
Bill Stephenson
Dawn
Stephani White
Kim and Jill Hett
Matt Forrester

Daniels' friend
Pari Ford’s mother
Joy Janis’s brother
Sharon Hoffman’s
Daughter
Betty Holcombe’s
daughter
Pastor’s brother

Karla Goewert
Danielle
VanDeVyvere
Krista Bahler
Meghan
Presley
Amy Wright
Sharon Texley

Friend of Kirsten Bruce
Robbie Peterson’s
granddaughter
Betty Peterson’s Niece
John & Margaret Presley’s
Daughter
Friend of Don Anderson
friend of Marla Elmquist, Linda
Lewis & many others

Serving the U.S.A.
Alex Klapp
Betty Russin’s grandson Vicki Charboneau Elaine Eller’s granddaughter
Ben Youngquist S Hoffman’s nephew
Jeremy Guy
Hensley’s son-in-law
T.J. Paulsen
Barb Malm’s child
Daniel & Miranda Norland Randy/Gretchen’s son & wife
Luke Hammontree
Daniel’s grandson
Seminary Kaylie Ines, Lisa Simmelink

Announcements
Volunteers are needed to help wash dishes after KICK meals and help with baking desserts
for the KICK meals. Please contact Rachel Ann or Oliva.
Three Lindsborg Organists to Present Mini Recitals as a part of Lindsborg’s Hyllningsfest
Celebration on Saturday, October 9, Genevieve Bishop, Steven Gustafson, and Hentus Van
Rooyen will each present 30-minute mini recitals on the Jaeckel Tracker at Bethany Lutheran
Church, 320 N Main St, Lindsborg. Bishop plays at 11:30, Gustafson at 1:30, and Van
Rooyen at 2:30. Messiah members are invited and encouraged to attend. There is no
admission charge.
Save the Date: Fall clean-up at Messiah will be on November 13th in the morning. All hands
needed to spruce up our space for Advent!
Pastor Amy will be attending the Bishop’s Fall Theological Conference at Lake of the
Ozarks from October 11 to14. Ingrid Pohl, Council President, will be available to direct
pastoral care needs.
The next forum at Bethany Lutheran will be October 10th at 9 am led by President Mauch
for Bethany College Sunday.
We are invited to attend Bethany Church Women's regular monthly meeting on Thursday,
October 7, at 2:00 in their Fellowship Hall. A Bible Study will be given by Nancy Lundblad,
and a special offering will be taken for Papua New Guinea.
All are invited to the Bethany Lutheran Hyllningsfest service Sunday, October 10th at 8
am. We will host our service at 10 am followed by a performance from our children’s choir.
The next forum at Bethany Lutheran will be October 10th at 9 am led by President Mauch
for Bethany College Sunday.
Join Sprout House Learning Center for our Fall clean-up! There are jobs for all skillsets.
Help beautify the community and support local child care. October 17th at 3 pm at 308 N 3rd
Street. For more information contact Alan English at Englishae@bethanylb.edu.
Everyone is invited to be part of the choir! We meet at 8:45 on Sunday morning. Children’s
choir meets weekly after worship in the upstairs choir room! Come one, come all!
Membership is limited to 100 people! 

OCTOBER 3, 2021
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jesus heals and blesses the defenseless.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Mark 10:2-16
Genesis 2:18-24
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
Psalm 147:1-11
Joel 2:18-27
Acts 3:1-10
Psalm 8
Mark 10:17-31

Jesus blesses the children
God creates a human partner
God has spoken through Jesus
Praise the Lord
God’s response and promise
Peter heals a cripple
God honors humanity
A rich man goes away sad

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“Truly I [Jesus] tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will
never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
Mark 10:15-16 (NRSV)
PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
God of tender care, help us to care for creation, for human beings, and family relationships so
that we may serve one another in peace. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, for this food we give thanks and praise that you are aware of our needs and care
for us with your majesty. Amen. (Psalm 8)
A Blessing to Give:
May the glory of God bless you to live, to love, and to serve in Jesus’ name.
HYMN OF THE WEEK
Come and Fill Our Hearts

WEEKLY MILESTONES CARING CONVERSATIONS
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
•
•
•

What words would you use to describe a good relationship with someone?
What hurts relationships with others?
God desires us to have life-giving relationships. In what ways can you fulfill God’s desire
for relationships with others?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Mark 10:2-16. When we read that the Pharisees ask Jesus about divorce, our bodies
can easily tighten. Divorce has touched all of our lives. We know that at times divorce, as
painful as it is, is better than remaining in a hurtful relationship. Jesus goes to the heart of the
matter: God desires life-giving relationships, not divorce. Why is this so important? Because
in Jesus’ day women and children paid the greatest price in a divorce. Family life is
foundational to our social fabric. For much of our history—and especially during Judaism of
the New Testament—the protection provided by the shelter and wealth of a husband and
father was essential to survival. Without it, women and children were left poor and ostracized
by society. Today, men, too, can be the ones left with grief and distress. Jesus is speaking
here to defend defenseless lives. He is teaching his disciples as they journey to Jerusalem to
care for the helpless, the poor, and the socially dispossessed. This story in Mark about
divorce, women, and children ends by caring for the two groups hurt most in a divorce in his
day: women and children. He does not chastise them. He offers them his healing care, lays
his hands on the children, and blesses them. How have you helped people who have been
affected by divorce? Pray: God of life and healing, help us to care for one another and to
protect one another with our words and our actions through the healing touch of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
SERVICE
Genesis 2:18-24 has real humor woven into the story of the creation of the woman. The
all-knowing God has difficulty finding a helper and partner for the human being just
created. Finally, God creates the woman as the perfect match. In describing the greatest
mysteries of life, the Bible can be playful. As you enjoy relationships with others, be sure to
find time for play and humor with those around you this week.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Go outside at night this week when the night sky isn’t hidden by clouds. When you go inside,
talk about the beauty of the sky and the different constellations that you saw. End your time
by reading Psalm 8. If you are with others, close with this blessing:
May the majesty of God bless you to live and serve others in Jesus’ name.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith formation tool. Go to:
www.milestonesministry.org

